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Welcome to Lake Whitney Elementary School!  
Lake Whitney provides a great educational experience 
for you and your child. We have a wide range of 
activities and events planned throughout the school 
year and encourage your participation.

Successful education is a team effort among teachers, 
students, and parents. We look forward to working 
with you and your child. Please join us as team 
members to assure success and achievement. If you 
ever have any questions, please call the school office, 
and we’ll be glad to assist you.

We would like to welcome new Lake Whitney families!
We are very happy to have you and your student with 
us at Lake Whitney Elementary School!



P = Positive Attitude

R = Respect and Responsibility

I = Involved Learning

D = Dedication and Cooperation

E = Effort and Excellence
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2018-2019 School Year



Mrs. Denise Mills, Lake Whitney’s Teacher of the 
Year, is innovative and creative! Her music 
classes are filled with excitement. Our students 
are exposed to multiple opportunities to explore 
music through hands-on methods. Students love 
going to music for that very reason! Every grade 
level has an opportunity to perform what they are 
learning in class on stage. In addition, she 
conducts a fourth and fifth grade chorus which 
sings at area nursing homes and community 
events such as Light-up Winter Garden. In 
addition, she directs our Spring Musical. We are 
very proud of Denise Mills!

Denise Mills
Art Education



Mr. Jeremy Jones meets all the standard 
descriptions of a dedicated and model 
employee. If you were to see Mr. Jones (or as 
the kids affectionately refer to him as Mr. J) in 
action, you would understand why he was 
overwhelmingly selected as our Support Person 
of the Year. His willingness to always lend a 
helping hand to students, parents and staff does 
not go unnoticed. If there is a student in need of 
attention, Mr. J responds quickly to assist and 
remedy the situation. He does so in a helpful 
and professional manner, while acting as a 
positive role model for all involved.

Jeremy Jones
Behavioral Tech



School Demographics



LWE
Lake Whitney Elementary School

SAC

School Advisory Council

DEF

Dolphin Education Fund

ADDitions

ADDitions Volunteers

PTO

Parent Teacher Organization

PIE

Partners in Education

What’s Unique about LWE?



Mission Statement:

To provide an ongoing means of philanthropy and funding to assure that 

our community of students, educators, and families can contribute to 

provide programs, resources, and strategies that maintain Lake Whitney 

Elementary School’s leadership and excellence in elementary education 

and preparing our students for the future.

DOLPHIN EDUCATION FUND



2018-2019 

Fundraising Goals

School Nurse Program

Enhance Technology and 

Educational Resources

DOLPHIN EDUCATION FUND



Golf Tournament
Raised $20,000

Fun Run
Raised $27,000

DOLPHIN EDUCATION FUND

Bucks For Band-Aids
Raised $10,000



DOLPHIN EDUCATION FUND

 Over 9,000 student clinic visits were 
logged last year.

 Only a Nurse can dispense prescription 
medications.

 Without a Registered Nurse students 
with tummy aches, bumped heads, etc. 
would have be sent home.



Tambi Durham
LWE Guidance Counselor

One child per classroom in each 
grade level is chosen to receive an 

award for best representing the 
Characteristic of the month.

CHARACTER CLUB



PRE K ASD & VE TEAMS



Selected fifth grade 
students work both 

in front of the 
camera and behind 

the camera in 
production of the 

daily morning show. 

Morning Announcement Show



BIKE TO SCHOOL



Battle of the Books

Junior Librarians
Accelerated Reader 

Results

Nancy Dudek
Media Specialist

MEDIA CENTER LEARNING

Christina Farley, Local Author 
visits LWE



LWE students 

were up for the 

challenge to 

spread some 

kindness!

THE GREAT KINDNESS 
CHALLENGE



Kate Smith
Art Education

ART  EDUCATION



LWE  Chorus

Denise Mills
Music Education 

MUSIC  EDUCATION





Stephen Wisdom
Math Club Sponsor

MATH CLUB



Community Involvement 
Opportunities

Within the Five Star School portfolio 
look for opportunities you a can participate in, such as:

Partners in Education

Family Involvement

School Volunteers

Student Community Service

School Advisory Council (SAC)



The Partners in Education 
program links businesses and 
organizations with schools to 
share resources, both in people 
and materials. Each flourishes 
from the support and 
prosperity of the other. 



Register Online, Today!• Partnerships are built on 
mutually beneficial 
activities with school 
needs and business 
resources as the focus.

• Partnering is Easy!

• Register online:  
volunteer.ocps.net

• Click on “Get Involved”

• Search for an Opportunity

• Look for our school name 
and sign-up for “Become 
a Partner in Education” 
opportunity.

Register to be a Partner in 
Education

LWE
Loves 

PIE





Our Partners in Education

Thank you to our Partners in Education! 



Our Partners in Education

Thank you to our Partners in Education! 



Our Partners in Education

Thank you to our Partners in Education! 



School Improvement Plan 
Receives Business partner Input

PARTNERS IN EDUCATION

We are pleased to have Mr. Fred Hewett, owner 

of Full Circle Cycle, as our Business Partner.  

Mr. Hewett has been involved and included in 

this year’s 

School Improvement Plan.



Business Partners 
Donate Their Resources



Business Partners 
Donate Their Resources Continued



Business Partners 
Donate Their Resources Continued



Partners in Education Coordinator

Partnership in 
Education Coordinator

Mrs. Karen Hewett serves as LWE’s 
Partner in Education coordinator for the 
2018-2019 school year. She has helped us 
build a stronger community through the 
business partnerships she has fostered 
for Lake Whitney Elementary School. 



Partners in Education 
ORIENTATION & TRAINING

After each PIE is registered in the 
Partners In Education Management System, 
our PIE coordinator goes over this list with 

each PIE, one-on-one to discuss the following:



COORDINATOR & SCHOOL STAFF TRAINED

ON EFFECTIVE USE OF SERVICES BY BUSINESS PARTNERS

PARTNERS IN EDUCATION

Karen Hewett, 
LWE PIE Coordinator conducted 

staff training



Business Partner Recognition

Lake Whitney Elementary Partner 

of the year Full Circle Cycle 

Orlando

Owner Fred Hewett is someone we 

can count on. He is hardworking, 

dependable, compassionate and 

friendly. He is always willing and 

giving of his time with the 

students and parents. 

Congratulations to Mr. Hewett and 

Full Circle Cycle Orlando for being 

chosen as the

OCPS West Learning Community 

Partner of the year.



Business Partner Recognition

LWE 
appreciates 

our 
Partners In 
Education





Calendar

FAMILY INVOLVEMENT



Our Parent Organization

FAMILY INVOLVEMENT



FAMILY INVOLVEMENT
PTO Events



FAMILY INVOLVEMENT
Grandparents Bingo Night



FAMILY INVOLVEMENT
Sweet Heart Dance



Kim Smirti
Curriculum Resource 

Teacher and 
Testing Coordinator

Education Opportunities 
are Offered to Families

FAMILY INVOLVEMENT



Families Participate in Focus & 
Discussion Groups

FAMILY INVOLVEMENT



Joint Parent and Student Training

FAMILY INVOLVEMENT

Students and Parents together, were invited to 
learn about Art, Music, Dancing, Drama and 

more with hands-on and interactive learning.



Family Outreach Programs

FAMILY INVOLVEMENT

Family Outreach, Papa Murphy’s on May 13, 2019
Teachers on hand to answer open forum questions that 

parents may have regarding this year or next school year 



More than 60% of Our Families Participate in 
Families Involvement Activities

FAMILY INVOLVEMENT



More than 60% of Our Families Participate in
Families Involvement Activities

FAMILY INVOLVEMENT

Meet The Teacher

Open House and 

Taste of PIE

Pastries with 

Parents

School Carnival

Grandparents 

Bingo Night

The “Arts” Night

Sweetheart Dance

Family Fun Event



Teachers and School Staff Communication
Techniques With Families

FAMILY INVOLVEMENT

•LWE Website
•LWE FaceBook Page
•LWE PTO Website
•LWE PTO FaceBook Page

•Weekly Dolphin Splash Email

•REMIND Program



We strive to make 
every family feel 
welcome at our 
school from the 

moment they step on 
our campus! 

FAMILY INVOLVEMENT



FAMILY INVOLVEMENT

School Provides Parents 
Policies and

Best Practice Information



ADDitions school volunteers are extra-special people who are committed 
to making schools the best they can be. They offer special attention and caring 
that can inspire students to reach for, and realize their dreams. 

School volunteers work at the schools of their choice and participate in 
activities that match their interests. 

Be a school volunteer and help make students' dreams come true. 





Register to be an

• Volunteering is Easy!

• Register online:  volunteer.ocps.net

• Click on “Volunteer Now”

• Search Opportunities

• Look for a school name and 

• Sign-up for “Become an ADDitions School Volunteer” opportunity.



School Staff Trained on 
Effective Use of School Volunteers

ADDITIONS 
SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS

Karen Hewett
ADDitions Staff Training



ADDITIONS 
SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS

Karen Hewett,
ADDitions Coordinator



VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES

ADDITIONS 
SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS

Battle of the Books

Classroom Helpers

Homeroom Parents

BookFairs

Field Trips

PTO Events

Birthday Book Club

Parents Are Literacy 

Supporters (PALS)

Read2Succeed

Read2Succeed



Total Number of Volunteer Hours

ADDITIONS 
SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS

Total Volunteer Hours 8000+

Total LWE Volunteers 522

Total Students Enrolled 543



ADDITIONS 
SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS

Volunteer 
opportunities are 

HERE for the 
taking!

We LOVE our Volunteers at LWE!
There are so many opportunities 

to be involved at school! 
Whether in the classrooms, at 
school or PTO events, School 

Advisory Council, or behind-the-
scenes, your time is ALWAYS 

appreciated!



Outstanding Volunteers

ADDITIONS 
SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS

Lake Whitney Elementary proudly nominated Mrs. Deborah Belser as 

our Outstanding ADDitions School Volunteer. Debbie became a part of 

the Lake Whitney family five years ago when her daughter, Ella, started 

as a kindergartener. Debbie quickly made a positive impact on both staff 

and students. She always has a sunny smile and a can do attitude. Her 

willingness to pitch in and help no matter what the task has made her an 

integral part of the Lake Whitney family.  She was chosen as the

OCPS West Learning Community Adult Volunteer of the Year. 

Mimi Tawil was chosen this school year as the PTO Volunteer

of the Year. She has been a vital member of our Lake Whitney

family for the past 10 years. She is a great ambassador for our

school. Mrs. Tawil has been on our PTO Board, DEF Board

and was in charge of our yearly Gala and Silent Auction for the

past three years. She took the role as Homeroom Parent in all

of her three student’s classrooms over the years. She is a

breath of fresh air and always has a sunny disposition. She

enjoys making staff and students laugh and makes sure

everyone is always enjoying their time around her. She will be

leaving us this year as her youngest moves on to middle

school. She will surely be missed.



ADDITIONS  STUDENT
VOLUNTEERS

LWE offers excellent volunteer 
opportunities for High School and 

Middle School Students 



Outstanding Volunteers

ADDITIONS 
SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS

Ms. Maddie Brockman, a freshman at West 
Orange High School, was celebrated by our 

school! She was chosen as our Student Volunteer 
of the Year! Maddie has logged in over 100 hours 

at Lake Whitney this year alone!
Thank you Maddie for all your support and 

dedication to our staff and 
students! Congratulations!

Madelyn Brockman
Student Volunteer of the Year,

Lake Whitney Elementary School



Hats Off to our Outstanding 
Volunteers!



School Volunteer Recognition

ADDITIONS 
SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS



Student 
Community 
Service



STUDENT COMMUNITY SERVICE

4th grade Students
Gabby Brown and Emma Nevaras
set up a collection drive to benefit 

those in need within the 
community



STUDENT COMMUNITY SERVICE

Chloe McCarron
4th Grade Student at LWE

Chloe’s idea was to 
collect unused eye 

glasses to have 
refurbished by the 

Lion’s Club to 
donate to those in 

need!



Chloe’s goal was to collect 125 pairs 
of glasses. She exceeded her goal 
and was able to donate 231 pairs!

Because of Chloe’s efforts, she 
received two awards from the 

Lion’s Club and was a winner of 
Sonny’s Random Acts of BBQ!

STUDENT COMMUNITY SERVICE

http://www.lionsclubs.org/


STUDENT COMMUNITY SERVICE

Crohn’s Disease Awareness

In honor of her sister Katelyn, fourth 

grader Alexis Carter spread Crohn’s

Disease Awareness by asking fellow 

students to wear purple in support.  

As one of Katelyn’s Warriors, Alexis 

helped sponsor a walk in January  

to raise money in hopes of finding a 

cure for Crohn’s Disease.



World Down Syndrome Day

Across the world, families of children with 

Down syndrome celebrate 

World Down Syndrome Day on March 21.

Since this day is during Spring Break, Luke 

wants to invite you to celebrate 

with him on Wednesday March 13. 

As an act of kindness we want you to wear 

your craziest, funkiest, wildest and most 

colorful socks to school. 

Why March 21 (3.21)? Because this day 

represents the 3 copies of the 21st 

chromosome a person with Down 

syndrome rocks. 



STUDENT COMMUNITY SERVICE

LWE held a toy drive and 
donated items to One 
Heart for Women and 

Children, for needy 
families that reside 

within the local 
community.

Annual Toy Drive



STUDENT COMMUNITY SERVICE

LWE Surpassed all records collecting 6,207 
non perishable food items for families in 
need!  All donations went to the non-profit 
organization, One Heart for Women and 
Children.

Annual Food Drive



Fifth Grade Safety Patrols

Fifth grade students apply to be a Safety 
Patrol and are selected based on their 

grades, conduct and citizenship.

This year LWE had 39 Patrols!

STUDENT COMMUNITY SERVICE



School Advisory Council

2018-2019 SAC Committee



SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL 



School Improvement Plan
Annual Presentation

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL 



School Advisory Council
Development Training

SCHOOL 
ADVISORY
COUNCIL 

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL Beth Prince, Principal
SAC training on SAC By-laws



The 2019-2020 Community Involvement 
One New Idea for Implementation

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

2019-2020 Positive Thinking Initiative:
Through a variety of exercises, presentations, and 
projects, students will discover how Positive Thinking 
can help grow their perspective, mindset, and respect 
for themselves and others.

Using Positive Words/Language
Importance of Gratitude
Empathy towards others
Self-Love and Confidence
Connection between Positive Thoughts and Outcomes

Finding the Good



The Community Involvement 
Idea Implemented in 2018-2019 

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

2018-2019 Healthy Living Initiative:  
Students will learn and participate in activities 
that will focus on supporting, improving, 
maintaining, and enhancing their health.

Fitness (September)
Importance of Physical Fitness and  
Age appropriate Exercise 
Boosterthon Fun Run Held

Living Well (October)
Emphasis on living a safe, healthy, 
bully-free and drug-free life

Staying Healthy
(November)
Stopping the spreading of germs  
and Infectious Diseases

Proper Nutrition (January)
Long-term and short-term effects of eating 
healthy and making good food choices

Developing Healthy Habits 
(February)
How the development of good hygiene, dental , 
sleep and other good habits that can positively 
effect overall health

Positive Thinking (April)
How a having a good attitude effects your 
health and has a more positive influence on 
your life



Needs Assessment Data

The SAC meeting held 4/23/19 
reviewed the preliminary results of the 
AdvancED Annual School Improvement 

Survey specific to Lake Whitney to 
determine areas where the school 
excels and which areas of are an 

opportunity!



School Staff and SAC Members Trained 
on Collaborative Partnering and 

Shared Decision-Making

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Robert’s Rules Discussion
Kristen Abel, SAC Member 

SAC Training 



Thank You for Previewing Our 
Five Star School Portfolio

Contact us to participate in our 
community involvement programs

Five Star School Portfolio Created by Lorrie Beahler

Graphics provided Kim Boulnois, OCPS Graphic Artist

Lake Whitney Elementary School

Karen Hewett

407-877-8888 ext. 3532277


